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possible in the circumstances. Opposed by years of careful thought and organisation Parliament was a very sorry instrument. To have maintained the constitutional balance it would have required an equal amount of thought, and neither Mr. Baldwin, Sir Arthur Steel-Maitland, nor Lord Birkenhead could have provided that in the course of a few days. Mr. Baldwin revealed the powerlessness of the Government in the face of Socialism very tactfully.
As things turned out, events moved rapidly towards the Government's salvation. Mr. Baldwin was relieved in his embarrassment. On April 3oth Labour was encouraged by a great victory in a bye-election at East Ham. On Saturday, May ist, the General Council of the T.U.C. issued an order for a General Strike to commence on May 4th. It was an unwise and ill-timed decision.
As soon as Socialism ceased to ridicule Parliament and declared war on the Constitution its prestige vanished. A royal proclamation declared a state of emergency to exist and that put the Government completely on the side of right. The matter of their incompetence 'was shelved. Mr. Baldwin issued his famous broadcast: "Keep steady. Peace on earth comes to men of goodwill/* People forgot that so far there had been little ill will, beyond what the impotence of leadership had fermented. The printing staff of the Daily Mail refused to print that paper's leading article, and public opinion turned generally against the Trade Union movement. An unfortunate letter to The Times from the late Bishop of Winchester and the Bishop of South-wark brought further sentimental support to the side of the Government. It was a pity, however, to expose the paralysis of religion by writing to a newspaper; also ta hint that in the execution of a forty year old programme, the Socialists were not still on the side of "the angels." The nation was prepared, from that vague love of order that overcomes the English in a crisis, to frustrate the strike. Mr. Baldwin cleared himself in the House of Commons from an impression had not taken a firm hand in the negotiations.